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What SPIN farming is and why it’s significant

Overview

● SPIN stands for Small Plot INtensive farming
● Developed by a Canadian farmer named Wally Satzewich
● Designed for those with little to no agricultural experience
● Can be combined with different methods of growing

Why urban?

High value vs. low value 
crops

Less labor

Backyard resources

Elimination of barriers to entry

Owning land

Capital investments

Education



Sample 
Crop 
Profile 
from SPIN



Usually at 

Where SPIN Farming is taking place now 



Case Study 1: Voss Organics, Madison, WI
   

   

   



Voss 
Organics: 
sample 
flyer



Voss 
Organics: 
going to 
market



Case Study 2: Penrose Market Garden, Detroit, MI
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Potential Economic Benefit of SPIN for Detroit
Overview

10 farms with 120k in sales per year will have a total 
annual direct and indirect economic impact $2.466 
million and support 46 full time positions. 

Indirect impact tracks additional rounds of spending 
induced by businesses and their employees as a 
result of this direct farming activity. 

Using U.S. Department of Commerce’s RIMS II 
multipliers, the multiplier for indirect economic 
activity resulting from direct farming activity is 1.055. 
Applying this to $1.2M from direct farming activity of 
10 farms gives us $1.266M.



Potential Economic Benefit (contd)
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Pitch Deck: a potential tool to support 
implementation



Recommendations for SPIN to increase implementation in Detroit

Why Detroit

Need for minimizing 
disparity in access to 

nutrition

Relatively low cost of 
land in Detroit

Entrepreneurial spirit 
of the city



Recommendations for SPIN to increase implementation in Detroit

How

Work with Community Partners 
as potential channels for 

communication

Work with local SPIN farmers as 
bridges and advocates



Recommendations for SPIN to increase implementation in Detroit

What

Increased use of SPIN farming via:
● Pitch deck as an introduction
● Teaching local nonprofits (potentially 

including schools, community gardens, vocational training 

programs) and individuals with 
entrepreneurial spirit

Increased awareness of SPIN farming via:

● SPIN-grown food sold at local 
markets

● SPIN farm tours
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Questions?


